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ON THE LAT E 


P RO RO GAT ION. 


in the hurry of Printing this Pamphlet, the following 
5 ERRATA eſcaped Correction. 


The Motto ſhould be thus: 


Falfo libertatis vocabulum obtendi ab its, qui privatin 
degeneres, in publicum, nihil ſpei niſi per Ji 
cordias habeant. | EACITUS: 

_ Page 7, line 10, before a prorogation infert of. P. 10, 
J. 22, for Callamities, read Calamities. P. 12, J. 21, 
for Satellete, read Satellite. Same page and line, before 
Superior inſert his. P. 18, J. 2, for your means, read 
the means. P. 19, J. 20, before unworthy inſert not. 
H 24, 1. 15, before wreſt, inſert to. P. 255 8. for 
further, read fourth. Same p. J. 18, for Seſſions, read 
Seſſion. Same p. I. 28, for which, read what. P. 295 
J. 15, for mentien, read mention. F. 30, J. 8, before 
propriety, inſert more, F. 31, J. 28, for prove, read 


Proves, 
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Sik L. O--N, BarT. x 

on ThE LATE 

PROROGATION; 
929 


Anſwer to his LETTER to Mr. 
FAULKNER, on the Subject of | 
the rejected MONEVY-BILL. 


Falſo Libertatis Vocabulum oblendi aliis qui privalim 
degeneres, in Publicum Exitiofi, nibil ſpei niſi per 
Diſcordias habent. TAciros. 


—— 


DUBLIN: Printed in the Year 1779, 


: Fo — N A 
x - 5 2 * 
8 8 
7 8 MN 
** 
0 
p 
, 
* 
, 
5 
8 
53 
4 
* 
33 
19 * WW 
/ 4 
9 
| © 
: | 
R þ 
X 
i ba | 

; ö 

q 

8 - 
* ; 
8 & F 
4 
' 
- Ly l 
= | 5 
1 l j 
, 
; 


Y ! yoo RE oo % 7 8 
4 > * 5 r xs ol 1 Bc, 
„ % or gt 9h hor at 2 
Pa), e n 1 8 52 A Eg. a 
N 3 8 N ee 1 2 
CSIR Re r n , WA „ * 


1 : * 5 


DIR L----S O---N, Baur. 


ON THE LATE 


PROROGATION, Ge. 


epchootoctothortocfoofoctootoctootoctoctocÞo ctocko c cto cke he oo 


SIR, 


A HE abrupt Concluſion of the late Seſ- 

ſion, and the poſſibility of its being 
followed by a Diſſolution of the Parli- 
ament, are Circumſtances that muſt be ſenſibly 
felt by every Man, who has the Welfare of his 
Country at Heart; eſpecially by thoſe, if they 
| feel 
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feel as they ought, who by their raſh, precipi- 
tate Conduct, have reduced the Kingdom to 
this unhappy and uncertain Situation.—If you 
aſk me to whom I attribute this Calamity , —I fay, 
To you, Sir, and to the other Members in Oppo- 
ſition to Government (who, by a ſtrange Abuſe of 
Words, are uſually diſtinguiſhed by the Name of 
Patriots) together with thoſe powerful Leaders of 
Factions, who lent you a Majority on that Oc- 
caſion. To you I impute it, and to you 
only; who, not contented with barely rejecting 
the Money-bill, which was certified by the 


Council previous to the calling of the Parliament, 
muſt needs aſlign, as the Reaſon for rejecting it, 


That it did not take its Riſe in the Houſe of 
Commons: They who contended for this in- 
conſiderate Reſolution, are ſolely accountable to 
the Publick for the late Prorogation, and for every 
Conſequence that may poſſibly attend it. 
How you will anſwer for this Meaſure, I am at 
a loſs to know. You cannot plead Igno- 
rance in your Defence; you cannot plead the 
uſual childiſh Excuſe of Adele and tell the 
People, that you did not think it could have 
been attended with ſuch ferious Effects; for 
the Effects are ſuch as you muſt have fore- 
ſeen; they are expreisly declared to you in the 
Journals of your Houle. -—The Proceedings on a 
ſimilar Occaſion in 1692 (as that Tranſaction is 
generally underſtood) at the ſame Time that 

they 


q —— * 
4 8 . >, 7, 
2 . 3 92 
Ss r 8 : e 
S ans £4 N e > 3 
ee 0 1 . 2 8 4 ;* x37 r 
2 $a. er $ . '$ D W.25 IE AN 
377 r 8 
f 4 \ 8 * 2 Se . 


67 5 


they point out to the Miniſtry, the Part they 
were to act, point out to yuu the Conſequences 


you might juſtly apprehend. You have there- 


fore deliberately and wantonly, expoſed Us to 
theſe Conſequences; and, let me tell you, Sir, 
you have much to anſwer for. Should a Diſſo- 
lution enſue, (which Heaven avert!) you can- 
not atone to your Country by an Age of Peni- 


tence, for the Evils inſeparable from a General 


Election; and even the Miſchiefs a Prorogation 


only, are fuch as will dernand no ſlight Repa- 


ration. 


Is Juſtice, however, to you, and the other 
Gentlemen who cauſed the Prorogation, I muſt 


acknowledge, that the ill Effects of it, as ſet 


forth in the Publick Papers, are extremely ex- 
aggerated. They have aſſerted, that the Act for 
the Improvement of his Majeſty's Revenue, the 
Act for more effectually amending the Publick 


Roads; the Act for continuing the ſeveral 


Laws relative to the Work-Houſe; and, the 
Act for preventing the exceflive Price of Coals 
in the Cities of Dublin and Cork, are all to ex- 


pire before the next Seſſion: But the Truth is, 


that two of theſe Laws are to remain in Force un- 


til after that Period, and that the other two 
have ſtill a longer Duration. —The Road Bill, in 


particular, is a perpetual Law. 
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Tux real Inconveniencies of the Prorogation, 
are theſe. 


Taz Eſtabliſhment of a National Militia is 
poſtponed at leaſt for two Years longer : As 
are alſo ſome other uſeful Regulations, which 
Gentlemen had in Contemplation, and might 
hope to have obtained under the Adminiſtration 
of a Chief Governor, who has already procured. 
Us ſo many excellent Laws, and demonſtrated 
on every Occaſion his Love for this Country.— 
The Acc for granting a Premium on the Car- 
riage of Corn, Coaſt-ways, one of the greateſt 
Encouragements to Tillage, expires on the 
24th of June; as likewiſe the Act for licencing 
Hawkers and Pedlars, which is a principal Support 
of the Proteſtant Charter-Shools.— The Dublin 
Society are deprived of their uſual Fund for the 
Encouragement of Agriculture, and for the Pay- 
ment of thoſe Premiums for which they have 
already pledged their Word to the Publick :— 
They are alſo deprived of the Sum which has, 
for ſome Years paſt, been uſually granted for 
the Encouragement of Manufactures, particu- 
larly that of Silks, which has thriven fo im- 
menſely under the Protection of the Publick, 
that it is now become an Object of conſiderable 
Importance. —— Add to theſe, that the Ballaſt- 
Office Wall, and ſeveral other Works of real 
Utility, muſt remain at a ſtand, for theſe two 

| Years 
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Years to come, and cannot proceed without the 
accuſtomed aſſiſtance of Parliament. 


Bur the Circumſtance for which I have a 
peculiar Feeling, is the Diſtreſs to which many 
of our Merchants and Tradeſmen will probably 
be expoſed, who have laid in great Quantities 
of Goods, of every Kind, on the Proſpect of 


that increaſed Conſumption, which is uſually oc- 


caſioned by the Concourſe of Perſons of Diſtinc- 
tion, whom Buſineſs or Pleaſure attract to this 


1 City, during the fitting of Parliament: — As the 


Motives which brought them hither are now at 


an End, the greateſt Part of theſe will return 


to the Country, and a total Stop will be put 
to that extraordinary Demand which the Traders 
expected, and for which they had provided; in 


conſequence of v hich, many honeſt Men may be 


reduced to Bankruptcy and Ruin: Such are the 


© Miſchiefs which you and your Aſſociates have 


brought upon your Country, by your weak ard 
imprudent Reſolution ; which, I will venture to 


; affirm, has already proved in its Effects, more in- 
jurious to this Kingdom, than all thoſe pretended 


Grievances united, which have been attributed 


to Government from Time to Time, and have 
| ſerved as Themes for popular Declamation from 


the Time of the Revolution to the preſent 


Hour. 
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Thar I have attributed the Prorogation to 


its real Authors, you have too much Honeſty 


and Candour to deny; and this is the light in 
which it muſt appear to every rational, impartial 
Man, who ſhall conſider the Subject, and is in- 


ſor med of the Facts. ——— How comes it then, 
that not one of your Party, except yourſelf, nor 


any of your Allies on that fatal Occaſion, have 
attempted to juſtify their Conduct to the Pub- 
lick Alt is certainly incumbent on them, if they 
with to ſtand well with the Publick, either to 
exculpate themſelves, by throwing, if they can, 
the Odium of this Meaſure on the Friends of 
Government, or to vindicate the Part they act- 
ed, by ſhewing the juſtneſs of the Grounds on 
which they proceeded; by proving, that the 
Reſolution they contended for, was agreeable to 
our Conſtitution, and the Uſage of Parliament; 
or by proving that the Advantages to reſult 
from that Proceeding, were ſuch as would more 
than countervail the Inconveniencies of a cer- 
tain Prorogation, or the Callamities of a poſ- 
ſible Diſſolution of the Parliament: But none 
of theſe Things have they yet attempted. . 
From whence does the Silence of theſe Gentle- 


men proceed? Is it the Child of Modeſty, or 
of Preſumption? Does it ariſe from a conſci- 


ouſneſs, that their Conduct is not to be defend- 
ed? Or do they preſume ſo far upon the In- 


fatuation of a People, whom they have long ca- 
5 joled 
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3 
joled, as to hope that, contrary to the Evidence 
of their Senſes, they will, of their own accord, 
impute the Blame of theſe Meaſures to any Set 
of Men, rather than to thoſe, who are in Poſ- 
ſeſlion of deluding them? Or are they ſo vain 
as to hope, that the People will approve of the 
Part they have acted, at the very moment they are 
ſmarting from the Effects of their Miſconduct ? 


The only Publications on your Side of the 


Queſtion, are ſome Obſervations on his Excel- 
lency's Speech, and your Letter of the 19th of 
December, addreſſed to Mr. Faulkner. As for the 
Obſervations, they do not appear to me to be 
the Work of a Patriot ; and that Performance, 
though not totally devoid of Ingenuity, is fo 


very ſuperficial, that it has already received a 


better Anſwer than I think it deſerves. — I ſhall 


therefore confine myſelf chiefly to your Letter; 


as containing the ſtrongeſt Arguments that have 
as yet been urged in Defence of your Conduct, 


and that of your Friends. Had I imagined that 
they intended to reſt the Merits of their Cauſe 


on that Letter only, you ſhould have heard from 
me ſooner ; but I did really apprehend that in 


a Matter of ſuch great Importance, they would 


have entered more fully on the Subject in an Ad- 
dreſs to the Publick. 5 


Tre original Purport of your Letter, was not 
to juſtify the Part you acted, but to vindicate 
B 2 yourſelf 
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yourſelf from the malicious Aſperſions of an 
anonymous Writer, publiſhed in the London 
News-Papers, who attributed to you a Part 
which you did nt act. I applaud the honeſt 
Reſentment you expreſs of his Calumny; and 
though I differ from you fo totally in Principle 
on this Subject, that, could I hope that ſuch 
Ephemere, ſuch InſeQ-productions of a Day, 
ſhould ever arrive at Poſterity, I ſhould wiſh to 


be recorded in them as one who ſtrenuouſly * 


oppoled, to the utmoſt of his Power, the Reſo- 
lution you agreed to when you rejected the 
Money-Bill; yet I could not read the Paragraph 
in which your Conduct was fo groſsly miſrepre- 


fented, without feeling ſome Share of your juſt 


Indignation ; and I felt a ftill ſtronger Degree 


of Reſentment on reading that Part of it relat- 
ing to Mr. Buſbe, in which a young Gentleman 


of moſt excellent Parts, who is likely to prove 
an Honour to his Country, is contemptuouſly 
ſtiled the puny Satellete of another, ſuperior in 
Experience, but not m Abilities. 


Ir is my wiſh, that every Man's Publick 
Conduct, whatever it may be, ſhould either be 
buried in oblivion, or fairly repreſented. — — ] 


think it therefore neceſſary, in Juſtice to you, 


to declare, that though you ſupported the Re- 
ſolution in queſtion with more Zeal, and more 
Ability than any other Member, you were 


not 


a 
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not the Perſon who originally propoſed it. —— 
The Fact is; that as ſoon as the Money-bill 
was rejected, Mr. F---s N-——1 aroſe and pro- 
poſed a Reſolution of rather a ſtronger Nature, 
aſſerting the excluſive Right of the Commons 
to prepare Heads of Bills for the raiſing of 
Money; which was ſoftened by Mr. P —- y into 
that Reſolution which was afterwards agreed to. 


The Moment this latter Reſolution was pro- 
poſed, it was received by the Houſe with a 
Degree of Ardour that totally precluded Deli- 
beration, or Debate. No Gentleman who op- 
poſed it could hope to be attended to; even 


the Prime Serjeant, the moſt eloquent of his 
Majeſty's Servants, if not of our Senators, could 


but juſt prevail on the Houſe to permit him 
to Speak, but neither his Rank or Abilities 


could command their Attention, —- The poſt- 


poning the Determination of the Queſtion for 
a ſingle Day, that the Members might have 


Time to turn the Subject in their Thoughts, 


and conſider the Conſequences of it, was an 
indulgence requeſted by the Friends of Govern- 
ment, but refuſed with a Clamour of Diſappro- 
bation, Such was the Temper of the Houſe, 
and ſuch the precipitate Manner of F:occeding, 
when a Reſolution was paſt, declarative of the 


Conſtitution, and pregnant with Cornicquences of 
the utmoſt Importance. 


Now 


„ 


Now tell me candidly, was this the Manner 


in which a Conſtitutional Point of this Nature 
ought to have been canvaſſed? Or did you Act 
conſiſtently with the Dignity of your Character; 


as a Man of Conſequence in your Country; as 


a Man of Eminence at the Bar; or as a lead- 
ing Member of the Houſe of Commons; when 
you inſiſted on determining a Queſtion of ſuch 
Moment, without allowing yourſelf or any other 


Gentleman, a ſingle Hour to conſider of the 
Subject. — It is impoſſible that in the cooler 
Moments of Reflection, you ſhould approve of 
ſuch haſty and violent Proceedings. - Put 


one of the moſt dangerous Qualities of you 


Patriots is this, that if any one of you haps» 
pens to make a Hit, and to chop upon a Reſo- 


lution that has the Scent of Oppoſition, the 


Moment he gives his Tongue, you all think 
it neceſſary to join in the Cry, tho' you know 
him to be the greateſt Babbler of the Pack; 


and off you all go, contending for the Lead, 


without conſidering either the Object you pur- 
ſue, or the Conſequence of the Purſuit. 


SUCH is the Spirit of Oppoſition, or of Pa- 
triotiſm (if you chuſe to call it ſo,) for now 
it ſeems, the Terms are become ſynonimous: 


It is ever from its Nature intemperate and 


raſn; but it acquires at this Time an extra- 
ordinary Degree of Precipitation, from a parti- 


cular 
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cular Circumſtance attending your Situation ; I 
mean, Sir, the extreme Precariouſneſs of thoſe 
Majorities which you ſometimes are in Poſſeſſi- 
on of. Could you rely on your Numbers, I 
have no Doubt but, for the Sake of Propriety, 
you would allow yourſelves and other Gentle- 
men ſome Time to deliberate on Queſtions of 


Importance; but as you know that your Num- 


bers depend upon Something, as uncertain as 
the Wind; and have Reaſon to Fear, that by 
poſtponing a Reſolution for a Day, you might 
loſe it for ever; you are determined at all 
Events to make what Uſe you can of thoſe 
tranſitory Majorities, which Chance may offer. 


Vet perhaps, were you to conſider theſe Mat- 


ters with Attention, you would find that when 


ſuch Opportunities offer, they are more fre- 


quently the Effect of Deſign than of Chance, 
and that you frequently play upon ſuch Occa- 
ſions, not your own Game, but that of other 


People, 


BuT whatever the Cauſe of them may be, 


whenever theſe Paroxyſms of Patriotiſm recur, 
1 conſider this Kingdom as in imminent Dan- 
ger. For the favourite Topicks of Oppoſition 


are thoſe, which tend to involve Us in Diſ- 
putes with Great Britain, on Queſtions, which 
We are no more able to ſupport by Reaſon, 
than We are able to reſiſt her by Force of 
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La Of this Nature is the Reſolution aſ- 


ſigning your Reaſon for rejecting the Money- 
bill, and 1 ſhall now Proceed to conſider the 
Reaſons you have offered the Publick in De- 
fence of that Meaſure. 


You ſay in your Letter that the real Queſti- 


on is, whether © when Bills certified by the 


„ Council previous to the meeting of Parlia- 
« ment, are ſent into the Houſe, the Commons 


„ ſhall or ſhall not have a Power of rejecting 


„ them.” —--But I abſolutely deny that this is 
the Queſtion : I alſo deny that this Right was 
ever called in Queftion; I deny that the Power 
of the Commons to reject a Money-bill of this 
Nature, or any other Bill whatſoever, was ever 
conteſted by any Man breathing, either within 
or without your Walls. Your rejecting the 


Money-bill was in itſelf a Matter of Indiffer- 
ence, but it acquired its Importance by the 
Reaſon you aſtigned for it. — His Excelfency 


in His Speech, does not object to the Commons 


their having rejected the Bill, but their having 


aſſigned as the Reaſon for rejecting it, that it 
did not take its Riſe in their Houſe.—Nor 
did Lord Sydney in his Proteſt rebuke the Com- 
mons for rejecting the Money-bill at that Day, 
but for the Reaſon they aſſigned for it, and for 
another Vote, by which they declared it was 


the ſole Right of the Commons to prepare 


Heads 
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Heads of Bills for the raiſing of Money: Had 
he preſumed to Reproach an Houſe of Parlia- 
ment for exerciſing the moſt eſſential and un- 
doubted of its Privileges, he had deſerved for 
his Preſumption the ſevereſt Puniſhment. The 
Queſtion therefore on this Occaſion is not that 


which you have ſtated; nor are You required 


to juſtify your Conduct in rejectipg the Money- 
bill, but in aſſigning for the Exerciſe of that 
Conſtitutional Power, an unconſtitutional Reaſon. 


You fay, e That the Repreſentatives of the 
« People, when a Sum is to be raiſed, are 


< hetter qualified than the Council, and better 


enabled to determine how that Sum may be 
“ raiſed with moſt Eaſe to the Subject. 1 


agree with you in this Aſſertion, and acknow- 
ledge that they are. But at the ſame Time 


muſt inſiſt on it as an uncontrovertible Truth, 
that by our preſent Conſtitution, the Council 
have a Right of Commencing Money bills as 
well as the Commons. I do not confider on 
this Occaſion what our Conſtitution ought to 
be, or what I wiſh it ſhould be; 1 take the 
Conſtitution as I find it; and tho' I with as 
cordially as you do, for every Improvement it 


is capable of receiving, and am perhaps as ſen— 


ſible of its Defects, yet as long as it does 
ſubſiſt in its preſent State, 1 ' ſhal! reſpect- 
fully conform to it. If you wiſh to amend it, 
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as I believe you do, | am confident that at 


preſent you miſtake your Means.—--When we 


inſiſt on our own undoubted Rights and Pri- 
vileges, we may be as haughty, as peremptory, 


and as abſolute as we pleaſe; but when we 


wiſh to alter an eſtabliſhed Syſtem; a Part of 


our Conſtitution founded in Law, and confirm- 
ed by the Uſage of 270 Years, we ſhould 
proceed by. ſober Remonſtrance, and modeſt 


Entreaty, not by ſuch peeviſh and inconſiderate 
Reſolutions, as that which you are now de- 
tending, 


In the next Paragraph of your Letter you 
fay © that the Queſtion was, whether after 


the Lord Lieutenant had, from the Throne, 


called on the Houſe of Commons to make 


* Proviſion for two Years, and when every 


Thing neceſſary, and every Thing required 


* had been agreed to, we ought without the. 


* ſmalleſt Neceſſity, to have proceeded on a 


Bill which ſought to give unconſtitutionally a Part 


only, e that, the Whole of which We were 


** proceedng to grove Conjtitutionally.” IT ſhall rea- 


dily join Iſſue with you. on this Queſtion, and 
acknowledge that it was entirely unneceſſary 


tO paſs the Bill, which was to grant his Ma- 
jeſty for three Months only, what We had 


then conſented to grant for two Years, —But 


when this Matter was debated in the Houſe, 
Was 
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was this the Manner in which you ſtated the 
Queſtion ? Did you, or any Member on your 
Side of the Houſe, enter at all into the Merits 
of the Bill, or propoſe to reject it on the Prin- 
ciple of Inutility ? — No, Sir, you did not.— 
You all confin'd yourſelves to the fingle Cir- 
cumſtance of its taking its Riſe in the Privy 
Council, for which Reaſon, you then affirmed, 


in your Speech, as you now do in your Letter, 
that it was unconſtitutional 


Ir has been ſaid in one of the Freeman's Jour- 
nals, that it was not the Intention of the Houſe 
by the Reſolution in Queſtion, to deny the Right 
of the Council to originate Money-bills, but mere- 
ly to ſhew their Determination to reject all 
Money-bills that ſhould take their Rite in that 
Place.—--This I conſider as a Paultry Subterfuge 


of the Authors, to avoid a Queſtion Which they 


were not able to defend; but you, Sir, wil! ſcorn 


ſo mean an Evaſion ; tho' it is unworthy of thoſe 


ſtarving Hirelings who proſtitute their Pens to 
that infamous Vehicle of Nonſenſe, Falſehood 
and Slander. —— Should you aſſent to this Aſ- 


ſertion, you give up the very Point for which you 


have contended ; and have expoſed your Country 


do the Calamities of a Prorogation, from a Motive 


ſo frivolous, that you ſhould Eluſh to own it — 
The Truth is, and I am ſure you will acknow- 
ledge it, that the Principal if not the only Pur 
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poſe of the Houſe in framing that Reſolution, was 
to deny that the Council had this Power; this was 
the Tendency of every Argument that was urged 
on that Occaſion, eſpecially of thoſe which were 
advanced by you, who ſpoke more fully and ably 


to the Queſtion than any other Member of your 


Party; you entered minutely into the Diſtinction 
between the Power of Legiſlation and that of 
Taxation ; You aſſerted then, as you now do, 
that a Money-bill derived from the Council was 
unconftitutional ; you ſaid then as you now do, 
That the Power of offering their own Money 
Was a Privilege reſerved to the Commons; a 
Privilege enjoyed by them ſince the earlieſt 
ra of the Conſtitution; taken away from 
* them by no Law, and without the Exerciſe of 
„which they could not be free.” Theſe, Sir, 
are your Sentiments on the Subject, and theſe ap- 
peared to me to be the Sentiments of the Houle, 
The only Purport of your Reſolution was to aſſert 
your own Rights, and to declare to all the World, 
that a Money-bill which did not take its Riſe in 


the Houſe of Commons was unconſtitutional. 


Tuls is the Aſſertion I mean to Controvert. — 
An Aſſertion repugnant, as I have already 
ſtated, to the Ulage of 270 Years, and con- 
trary to the expreſs Intentions of Poynings' Law. 
A Law, that whatever our Opinion may be of 
t at this Day, was framed at the Time for the 

beſt 
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| beſt of Purpoſes, and by the beſt of Gover- 
nours; for ſuch Sir Edward Poyning will ap- 
| pear to have been, to thoſe who ſhall. conſider 
the deplorable State of this Country when he 
came to govern it, and the Means he employ- 
ed to aboliſh the various Abuſes, which, co-ope- 
rating with certain unfortunate Events, had re- 
duced the Enghſh Inhabitants thereof, to the 
diſtreſſed Condition in which he found them. 


DvuRiNG the long Conteſts in England between 
the Houſes of York and Lancaſter, which had 
each of them Partiſans in [re/and alſo, that ex- 
erted their utmoſt Efforts in Favour of the 
Princes whoſe Cauſe they eſpouſed, the Engliſh 
Inhabitants of this Kingdom, being drained by 
theſe Efforts of their moſt warlike Men, and 
deprived of all Aſſiſtance from their Mother 
Country, were, towards the Concluſion of thoſe 
Wars, reduced to ſuch a Degree of Weakneſs, 
that the Iriſh, as Sir John Davis expreſſes it, 
became victorious over all without Blzd or Sweat, 
except the Diſtrict diſtinguiſhed by the Name 
of the Engliſh Pale; which conſiſting originally 
but of four ſmall! Shires, was as that Time 
ſtill further reduced; the Marches or Borders 
of it being ſo enlarged as to take up one Half 
of the Counties of Meath and Dublin, and one 
third Part of Lowth and Kildare. The Enghjh 


within the Pale, excluſive of the Marches, re- 
tained 
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tained in ſome Degree, their ancient Form of 
Government, and kept up a Kind of bordering 


War with the 1b. But thoſe who were di- 
perſed through the other Parts of the Country, 
being unable to reſiſt their Enemies, had enter- 


ed into Alliances with them; had embraced the 


Laws and Cuſtoms, and in ſome Places, had 


even adopted the Names of the [.--— Even 


within the Pale many Abuſes had prevailed ſub- 
verſive of Society. The principal Lords 


aſſumed the Privilege of making War and Peace 


gat 


of their own Accord. And the Power of 


the Legiſlature, from which alone the People 


when oppreſſed can hope for Redreſs, was per- 


verted to the moſt pernicious Purpoſes; for the 


Chief Governours, who were then impowered to 


give the Royal Aſſent to all Bills whatſoever, 
without any Communication with the King or 
his Engliſo Council; impoſed many Laws upon 


the People, not tending to the general good, 


but calculated to. ſerve their private Ends, to 
favour the Intereſt of their own Factions, or 
to oppreſs their Opponents. 


Sucy was the State of this Country when 
Sir Edward Poynings landed. — His Principle 
errand was to ſuppreſs the Rebellion of Perkin 
Warbeck, but When that Buſineſs was over, he 
applied himſelf to the ſettlement of the Civil 


Government, and the Reformation of the ſeve- 
ral 


Me = ) 


ral Abuſes I have mentioned. — He confined 
the Power of making War and Peace to the 
Chief Governours only ; he revived the Statutes 
of Kilkenny, and added to them many new Re- 
gulations the more effectually to aboliſh the 
Brehon Law, and the barbarous Cuſtoms of the 
triſh : In the Place of which he eſtabliſhed as 
the Laws of this Country, all the Statutes which 
were at that Time in Force in England. 
And to prevent the Chief Governours for the 
Future, from abuſing their Legiſlative Authority 
in the enormous Manner they had done here- 
tofore, by giving the Sanction of Law to Tyran- 
ny and Oppreſſion; which of all the Grievances 
the Commons endured, was the moſt inſuppor- 
table, and moſt fatal to Liberty; he made that 
Law by which it 1s provided, that no Act 
ſhould be propounded in the Parliament of 
Ireland, which had not been firſt tranſmitted to 
England, and approved of by the King and the 
Council of that Kingdom; who could not be 
ſuppoſed to Act from private Views, but ts 
conſult impartially the Welfare of the Com- 
munity. - _ 


SUCH was the Conduct of a Governor, whom 
Faction and Ignorance have loaded with Oblo- 
quy, and repreſented as an oppreſſive, deteſtable 
Tyrant; a Man whoſe Memory we ought to 
revere, as the principal Legiſlator of Ireland, and 
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as one who had contributed more in a ſhort 
Adminiſtration to the civilizing of this Country, 
than his Predeceſſors had done in three Centuries 
before. If this Law of his be conſidered 
as no longer neceſſary, if you think it deroga- 
tory from the Dignity, or the Freedom of Par- 
liament; the true conſtitutional Method of Pro- 
ceeding, 1s, to endeavour to obtain a repeal of 
that Act, but not to oppoſe it by impotent Re- 
ſolutions, ſo long as it continues the Law of 
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your Country. 


- AccorDiNs to this Law, which is conceived 
in Terms ſo clear and explicit, that no Man liv- 
ing can miſtake the Meaning of them who reads 
merely to underſtand, and not wreſt them againſt 
their natural Senſe, to ſupport an Opinion he is 
determined to maintain, No Parliament was to 

1 % be holden in this Land, until the Lord Lieute- 

6 * nant and Council had firſt certified to the King, 

under the Great Seal of this Country, the 

“% Cauſes and Conſiderations, and all ſuch Acts 
* as they ſhould think proper to have paſſed in 

1 * that Parliament;“ and this Reſtriction remain- 

5 ed in full Force, until the Explanation of this Act 

fl in the zd and 4th of Philip and Mary; which 

____enables the Council to certify, during the ſitting 

j of Parliament alſo, ſuch further Acts as they 

It is Evident from hence, 


b ſhould approve of. 


0 | That from the 1oth of Fleury the VII, to the 3d 
| and 
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and 4th of Philip and Mary, for a Period of 60 
| Years, no Bill whatſoever could poſſibly take its riſe 
in either Houſe of Parliament. There was no 
Exception in this Act, in favour of Money-bills ; 
you will not ſay there was. Yet we find a Mo- 
ney-bill paſſed in the 15th Year of Hen. VII. We 
find two others in the 28th of Hen. VIII. and a 
further in the 3d and 4th of Philip and Mary ; 
which, as they were not exempted from the gene- 
ral Reſtriction, mult all have been Certified pre - 
vious to the calling of the reſpective Parliaments 
in which they were enacted, and could not have 
taken their riſe from the Commons. | 


Some of the Precedents I have quoted, are 
queſtioned I find by the Author of the Oblervati- 
ons; he acknowledges indeed, that a ſubſidy Bill 
did paſs in the 15th of Henry VII. which he ob- 
ſerves was the only Bill paſt in that Seſſions, but 
ſays, that it does not appear to him, that it was 
certified by the Council. The very Circumftance 
he mentions of, its being the only Act that paſſed 
that Seſſion, is a proof that it muſt have been cer- 
tified as the conſideration for holding the Parlia- 
ment.—But what Proof is it this Gentleman re- 
quires we ſhould give him, of a Bill's having 
been certified by the Council? You know, Sir, 
that it is impoſſible to judge from peruſing any 
Act, in which Place it took its riſe; for they 
are all reduced into the form of Bills by the 
Privy-Council, and that Form is always the ſame, 
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whether they proceed from the Lords, or the Com- 
mons, or from the Council itſelf; the only 
method then of determining that Point, is ei 
ther by conſulting the Journals of Parliament, 
or by conſidering what the Law was at that 
Time, relative to the Manner of paſſing Bills. — 
My Reaſon, therefore, for aſſerting that this 
Subſidy Bill in the 15th of Hen. VII. took its 
riſe in the Council, is ſimply this, that by the 
Law of the Land, a Law eſtabliſhed but five 
Years before, it was impoſlible it ſhould take 


its rife in any other Place. 


Tk ſame Author ſays, that were he to form 
a Judgment of this Bill, he ſhould imagine it had 
its riſe in the Houſe of Commons; as it begins 


with theſe Words. - „At the Prayer of the 
+ Commons be it enacted,” SWS. oo 


Tunis is a plauſible Objection, but has no real 
Foundation. If that Gentleman will look into 
the Acts, for granting the additional Duties to 
Queen Anne in 1903, ard in 1713; the Act 
for granting the like Duties to King Geore I. 
in 1715-and to King George II. in 1727; he 
will find, that theſe ſeveral Acts do all be- 
gin with the following Words. We your Ma- 
Jeſty's inaſt dutiful and loyal Subjects, the Commons 
of Ireland, being ſenſible, &c. Yet all theſe 
Bills, as appears by the inconteſtible Evidence 


of 


13 


of your Journals, were certified by the Council, 
previous to the calling of theſe Parliaments, and 
did not take their riſe in the Houſe of Com- 
mons.— It is to be obſerved that all theſe 
Bills paſſed Nemine Contradicente; -—— What 
| have now ſaid, is an anſwer alſo to that Part of 
your Letter, in which you ſay, that if we allow 
the Council this Power of certifying Money-Bills, 
* the King in giving the Royal Aſſent to Bills of 
_ © Supply, ſhall be obliged henceforth to alter his 


Stile, and inſtead of declaring as his Predecet- 


„ fors have ever done, that he thanks his loyal 
** Subjects, - —— that he receives their Benevo- 
<* lence, and as ſuch aſſents to that Bill; it muſt 
* be henceforth, that his Majeſty thanks his Pri- 
vy Council, and receives their Benevolence, 
and as ſuch paſſes the Bill of Supply.” For 
you ſee by all the Precedents I have mentioned, 
(and I could quote you as many more if I choſe it,) 
that there is not the leaſt Neceſſity for changing 
the preſent Form. You find, that in the Pream- 
ble of thoſe Bills, which take their rife in the 
Council, the Grants are acknowledged to pro- 
ceed from the Commons, folely. 
the Speaker of the Commons that carries ſuch 
Bills to the Throne, as well as thoſe which take 
their riſe in that Houſe. — That his Majeſty 
' thanks his good Subjects for the former, in the 
very fame Terms that he does for the latter ; 
and that therefore this Point about which you 
have 
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have made ſuch a mighty Buſtle, and for which 
you. have exceedingly diſtreſſed your Country, 
is a Matter of Form only, that in no way infrin- 
ges the Privilege of the Commons. 


WIT reſpect to the Act of Subſidy which paſſ- 
ed in the 3d, and 4th, of Philip and Mary; the c 
Author of the Obſervations ſays, that he fi ds no 


Evidence of its being tranſmitted from England; 


and he obſerves that it ſtands in Order the 12th 


Act of that Parliament, and ſubſequent to that 
| Explanatory of Poyning's Law. — But had 


that Gentleman recollected, that the received Opi- 


nion of that Day, and even for ſome Years after 


the Reſtoration, was, that the paſſing any Bills, 
put an end to the Seſſion; he would have known 
that theſe two Acts muſt have paſſed at the ſame 
time, and that therefore the Bill in queſtion, | 
mult neceſſarily have been certified nous to 
te Meeting. 


ArTER the zd and 4th of Philip and Mary, 
heads of Bills might be prepared in either Houſe 
of Parliament ; and therefore from that Time, 
to the ene of your Jourpals, it is im- 
poſſible to determine with preciſion, where any 


Acts took their riſe. The Author of the Ob- 


ſervations, however, roundly Aſſerts that no 
Money-bill was certified previous to the ſum- 
moning of the Parliament, which aſſembled in 
| the 
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the 11th of James I. tho' we find a Money- 
bill paſſed at that time.“ But this Aſſertion 
of his, it is impoſſible to prove, as your Journals, 
which alone could determine that Point, do not 
commence until the 3d Seſſion of that Parliament, 
abocv a Year and a half after its firſt meting. 


IN 1624, We find two Acts of Subſidy paſſed 
by the Commons, which had been certified by 
the Council, previous to the Meeting: and in 
the Parliament of 1661, we find more than one 
Money-bill paſſed by the Commons, which did 
not take thcir riſe in the Houſe, eſpecially the Act 
for the ſpeedy raiſing of Money for his Majeſty's 
Service. It is certain, that in the firſt Seſſi- 
on of this Parliament, no mentien whatſoever is 
made of any Money- bill: From whence the Au- 
thor of the Obſervations infers, that no ſuch Bill 
had been certified previous to the calling of it. 
—] cannot think that this Concluſion neceſſarily 
follows, from the Circumſtance I have mention- 
oned ; for conſidering ihe Shortreis of that Seſſion, 
and the diſtracted State of the Kingdom at the Re- 
ſtoration, it is poſſible that the Parliament had 
Objects of more Conſequence to atterd to, and that 
required more immediate Conſideration than even 
a Money-bill. But I will not conteſt this Point 
with that Gentleman ;— for as it appears, beyond 
all 
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all Poſſibility of Doubt, that the Bill above- men- 
tioned did not take its Riſe in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, it neceſſarily follows that it muſt have been 
certified by the Council at one 'Time or ano- 
ther ;— and if it was not certified previous to 
the Meeting, it muſt have been certified during 
the Sitting of Parliament, when it might with 
Proptiety have been originated in the Com- 
mons : And if that was the Caſe, it becomes a 
ſtronger Argument in Favour of that Power of 
the Council, for which I contend, than any other 
Precedents that can poſſibly be alledged. 


Taz Parliament of 1661 affords ſome more 
Precedents, if any more were wanting, of Money- 
bills agreed to by the Commons which had taken 
their Riſe in the Privy Council. But I ſhall paſs 
theſe over as unneceſſary for my Purpoſe, and 
proceed to the next Parliament, which was held 
by Lord S drey in 1692, and was that in which 


the Power of the Council to certify Money, bills, 


was firſt called in Queſtion. As the Events of 
the preſent Seſſion have rendered the Proceedings 
of that an Object of general Curioſity, and fa- 
miliar to all, I ſhall make but one ſhort Obſer- 
vation on them ; which is, that at the ſame 
Time that the Commons rejected one of the 
Money-bills which the Council had certified, they 

agreed to paſs the other, with a Proviſo how- 
ever, that it ſhould not be drawn into Precedent. 


In. 


81 
Ix the following Parliament of 1695, We find 
that a Money-bill certified by the Council pre- 
vious to the Meeting, was unanimouſly paſſed by 
the Commons, altho' the Tranſactions of the 
preceding Parliament muſt ſtill have been recent 
in the Memory of them all. This Money-bill 
it ſeems, was not conveyed into the Houſe in 
that clandeſtine and incomprehenſible Manner, 


which ſo often has puzzled and offended our 


hoary Repreſentative; but the Commons were 
informed by Lord Capell in his Speech, that 
His Majeſty had ſent over a Bill of that Na- 
ture; and I beg you will obſerve, that the Pre- 
amble of the Money-bill, thus declared from the 
Throne, to be ſent over by His Majeſty, is 
exactly ſimilar to the Preamble of ſuch Money- 
bills as take their Riſe in the Houſe of Com- 
mons; beginning with theſe Words, © We your 
„ Majeſty's moſt faithful and Loyal Subjects 
* the Commons of Ireland in Parliament afſem- 
«© bled, having taken into our ſerious Confide- 
ration the Decay of your Revenue,” Sc. And 
ending with the Prayer of the Commons, © That 
« jt ſhould be enacted.” ——- I have already 
ſhewn that the four Money-bills which were 
certified in the three ſucceeding Reigns, had 
Preambles alſo of a fimilar Nature, which 
Prove the Ignorance, or Diſingenuity of thoſe, 
who preſume from ſome Words in the Preamble 
of a Bill, to determine with W the Place 
in which it took its Riſe, 
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I fave mentioned in a preceding Part of my 
Letter, the four Money-bills which had been 
certified by th: Council and paſſed by the Com- 
mons 1n the Reigns of Queen Anne, King George 
the 1ſt, and King George the 2d I ſhall 
therefore conclude this Deduction of Precedents, 
which, tho' neceſſary, is ſomewhat tedious, with 
that which was certified previous to the firſt 
Parliament of his preſent Majeſty; a Precedent 
leſs ſtrong than the reſt that I have cited, as it is 
declared in the Preamble, that the Bill was found 
ed on ſome Reſolutions of the Houſe of Commons 
in the Seſſion preceding. — I need not inform 
you of the Fate of this Bill; which paſſed on a 
Diviſion by a Majority of no leſs than 110, the 
Numbers in Favour of it amounting to 144, and 
thoſe againſt it to 37, only. 


In diſcuſſing the Queſtion between us, I have 
entered, as little as the Nature of 1t would 
permit me, into the hackneyed and tireſome 
Subject of Poyning's Law: I have alſo omitted 
to quote. many Parts of your Journals, which 
might poſſibly have corroborated the Arguments 
I have advanced. But as I have the Honour 
and Dignity of the Commons as much at Heart 
as you have, I could not be induced to publiſh 
to the World any Paſſages that tended to dimi- 
niſh their Conſequence. You know, Sir, 


the Paſſages to which I allude, and will give 
me 
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me ſome Credit for what I ſuppreſs. What I 
have ventured to ſay, will, I hope, be ſufficient 
to prove beyond all Poſſibility of Doubt, that 
the Power of the Council to originate Money- 
bills, that Power which your raſh and impo- 
tent Reſolution, intended to deny; is agreeable 
to the Conſtitution; is founded in Law; and 
confirmed by a Series of uniform Precedents, 
from the 1oth of Henry the VII, to the pre- 
ſent Time. 


I cALL it an impotent Refolution, becauſe 
it is impoſſible it could have been productive 
of any good Effect, even though it had not 
been counteracted by a Proteſt ; a Circumſtance 
you neceſſarily muſt have fora — 6 
What Advantages could you hope for from 
ſuch a Reſolution? Was it your Intention 
thereby to commence a Series of Precedents 
againſt the Power of the Council to certify Mo- 
ney-Bills, which poſſibly at the End of two Cen- 
turies to come, might be ſufficient to counter- 
poiſe that Weight of Authority which may now 
be urged in Defence of that Power? I cannot 
ſuſpect you of a Project fo chimerical. 
Did you hope to deter the Council by that Re- 
ſolution, from certifying any Money-Bill for the 
future, as the Cauſe or Conſideration for hold- 
ing a Parliament? Could you even wiſh your 
Reſolution ſhould be attended with this Exfect, 
ſo long as his Majeſty and his Britiſh Council 
ſhall conſider, as they now do, the certifying a 
E Money- 
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Money-Bill as a neceſſary Preliminary to the 
ſummoning of a Parliament? You have too 
much good Senſe to wiſh for the one, or to 
hope for the other of thoſe Conſequences from 
it. lt is, in fact, a Reſolution incapable of 
producing any Publick Advantage: I muſt 
therefore ſuppoſe, that it did not proceed from 
any Publick Motive. As for the Motive that 
influenced your particular Conduct, I believe it 
was a good one; for I know you, and eſteem 
you. Lou were miſtaken in what you did, 
yet you meant to act rightly.— But the Mo- 
tive of thoſe, who gave you a Majority, and en- 
abled you to carry this fatal Reſolution, was 
either an intereſted Oppoſition to Government, 
or a Deſire to acquire a momentary Popula- 
rity, at the Expence of the real Welfare of 
their Country. 


I wou not have you imagine, that I am 
one of thoſe, if any ſuch Perſons there be, who 
think it neceſſarily incumbent on the Council to 
certify a Money-Bill as one of the Cauſes for call- 
ing a Parliament: And though this is a Doc- | 


trine elaborately refuted in one of the many 


Pamphlets the Prorogation has called forth, I 
can ſcarcely believe, that there is any Man what- 
ſoever, ſo abſurd as to advance a Propoſition of 
that Kind. Any Bill which his Majeſty and his 
Council ſhall conſider as a ſufficient Cauſe for 
calling a Parliament, will anſwer the Purpoſe, 

as 
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as well as a Money-Bill. But the Fact is, that 
for many Years paſt, the raiſing of Money has 
been conſidered as the only competent Motive 
ſor ſummoning a Parliament; and I fear that 
your late Proceedings, inſtead of removing this 
Prejudice, will be an additional Inducement to 
his Majeſty and his Miniſters, to inſiſt upon that 
Point for many Years to come. The compelling 
them to this, is another good Effet of your pru- 
dent Reſolution. 


Bur perhaps, Sir, your Motive for this Reſolu- 
tion was not the Expectation of any poſitive Be- 
nefit, but the hopes of avoiding the Evils that 
attend the Practice now in Uſe. Tell me, I 
beſeech you, what theſe Evils are? Shew but a 


ſingle Inconvenienc that can ariſe from thence to 


this Country, though the Council ſhould exerciſe 
to the End of Time, their conſtitutional Power of 
certifying Money-Bills, and the Commons ſhould 
exerciſe their equally conſtitutional Power of re- 
jecting them. No Inconvenience could poſſibly 
follow. I challenge you, Sir, to point out to the 
Publick a ſingle Advantage that this Reſolution 
is calculated to produce, or a ſingle Evil it is 
calculated to prevent :—If you cannot do this, 
you muſt at leaſt confeſs, that you have involved 
your Country in its preſent Diſtraction upon very 
inſufficient and frivolous Grounds; indeed I have 

no doubt, but you at preſent repent your having 
concurred in carrying this Matter ſo far, and 
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wiſh you had been contented with rejecting the 
Bill. —Had you confined yourſelves to that, aſ- 
ſigning what Reaſons you thought fit in Debate, 
without recording. thoſe Reaſons in the Journals, 
you would have ſufficiently aſſerted the Rights 
of the Commons; the Seſſion would have pro- 
ceeded in the uſual Manner, and would probably 
hane concluded as happily for this Kingdom, 
as any that has been held for theſe many Years 
fast 


THE Miſcreants, who write for the Freeman's 
Journal, have endeavoured to perſuade the 
People, that they owe the Prorogation, and of 
courſe the Conſequences of it, to the miſrepre- 
ſentations of the Lord Lieutenant. —— There are 
no Perſons in this Kingdom, except ſuch Wretches 
as theſe, who have no Faith in Virtue, becauſe 
they never felt its Influence, that could ſuſpect 
that candid, generous and benevolent Man, of 
any indirect or malicious Practices. But 
you know, Sir, that theſe Inſinuations muſt be 
falſe. You know that it was not in the Power of 
his Excellency, had he wiſhed it, either to aggra- 
vate or extenuate your Imprudence. The 
Votes of the Day, on which the Reſolution paſſed, 
publiſhed by your own Authority, contain at 
once the Offence, the Accuſation, and the Proof. 
The only Part his Excellency could take, 


was to endeavour to deprecate his Majeſty's Re- 


ſentment, or to mitigate the Effects of it; and 
that 


tn). 

chat this was the friendly Part he acted; that he 
poſtponed the paſling of the Money-Bills for two 
Days beyond the uſual Period, in Hopes that the 
Packets, which were hourly expected, ſhould 
bring him Advice, that his conciliating Repre- 
ſentations had been attended with Succeſs; are 
Facts umverſally known, and confeſſed. 


Tusk are Facts which clear his Excellency 
from all ſuch malicious Imputations. —-— Nor 
were the Britih Miniſtry to blame in this Affair; 
it was not in their Power to act otherwiſe than 
they did: They were neceſſarily compelled to 
take ſome Notice of your Reſolution, and to vin- 
dicate, in ſome Manner, the Rights of the Crown; 
and the only Precedent they had to recur to, was 
that of Lord Sydney on a ſimilar Occaſion. Had 
they ſuffered this Matter to paſs over in Silence ; 
or had they contented themſelves with proteſting 
only, without inſiſting on a Prorogation of the 
Parliament; the Leaders of Oppoſition in England, 
thoſe Spirits congenial to your own, whom, on 
every Occaſion, you extol to the Skies, would 
have been the firſt Perſons to arraign their Con- 
duct. —- For their Language, is the Language of 
Oppoſition only; and though they now 1n their 
Speeches expreſs their Compaſſion for this poor, 
unhappy country, labouring under the Diſtreſs of an 
Oppreſſive, Prorogation, they would in that Caſe en- 
tirely have changed their Note; they would have 
_ repreſented us as a factious, rebellious People, 
\.. - who 
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who wiſhed to ſhake off all Dependence on Great- 
Britain; they would have repreſented the Mi- 
niſters as Men unfit to govern, who had ſacrificed 
the Honour of his Majeſty, and the Rights of the 
Crown of England, either to ſome private or ſiniſ- 
ter Views, or to a weak and criminal Exceſs of 
Lenity. ——- This is the Part theſe Men would 
have acted, had the Puniſhment of your Folly 
been leſs ſevere; and they would then have 
found, what they have ſought for in vain, ſome 
juſt Grounds for cenſuring the preſent able Miniſ- 
try, on whoſe Spirit and Firmneſs depends, at this 
Moment, the fate of Monarchy in theſe Kingdoms. 


I REPEAT it again to you, that the late Proro- 
gation, and all the Conſequences that do, or may 
attend it, are not to be imputed to the Lord 
Lieutenant, or to the Engliſh Miniſtry, but ſolely 
to your own Imprudence ; and I repeat it ſo of- 
ten, becauſe it is a Truth I wiſh to inculcate, 
that the People may no longer be deluded by 
falle Appearances, or by the Artifice, Declama- 
tion, and Hypocriſy of Faction. I have often, on 
former Occaſions, beheld and lamented the Infa- 
tuation of the People, but it never excited my 
Wonder until now. —— That they ſhould place 
their Confidence in you, and ſome others who 
have acted an uniform and conſiſtent Part; that 
they ſhould even have ſome Degree of Faith in 
thoſe, who have not laid aſide all Semblance of 
Virtue, is natural and proper; but that they 

fhould 
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ſhould inſtantly become, the willing Dupes of ſuch 
_ clumſy Impoſtors as now deceive them, exceeds, 
as Shakeſpeare terms it, © the infinit of Thought!” 
To become the Dupes of Men ! who, before this —— 
Time, had never the Aſſurance to pretend to Pa- 
triotiſm: But from the Moment they were poſ- 
ſeſſed of any Degree of Conſequence, have con- 
ſtantly ſold themſelves and their Followers to 
every Chief Governor who choſe to purchaſe 
them; and have received from Time to Time, 
as the ſtipulated Prices of their Services, the 
moſt lucrative and honourable Employments of 
this Kingdom; but having now by the long Poſ- 
ſeſſion of thoſe Offices, and the continued Fa- 
vours of Government, acquired a Power that ena- 
bles them to brave it; they forget the Source 
from whence their Power was derived, and con- 
fident of their Strength, they eſtimate their fu- 
ture Services at ſo extravagant a Rate, that no 
Chief Governor could comply with their Terms, 
who did not wiſh to expoſe this Country to the 
petty Tyranny of an over-grown Faction. On 
being refuſed their exorbitant Demands, they be- 
come, on the ſudden, Apoſtates to Patriotiſm ; 
they endeavour by fair Words to cajole the Po- 
pulace; they tell them that hey are their trueſt 
Friends; that hey are the ſtrenuous Aſſertors of 
their Liberties. — And, ſtrange as it may 
| ſeem! the poor, deluded People belive their Aſ- 
ſertions, though belied by the uniform Tenour of 
their Conduct, for twenty Years before. 
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The preſent groundleſs Oppoſition of theſe Men 
is not 4 greater inſult on Government, than their 
Pretending at this Day to Publick Virtue, is on 
the Underſtandings of their fellow Subjects. 


Tars Letter has already far exceeded the 
Bounds that I firſt preſcribed to it. — But tho 
Ihaye. arraigned your Conduct in promoting 
that "aſh; inconſiderate Reſolution, and have en- 
deavoured to refute the Arguments you have 
offered to the Publick, to juſtify that Meaſure, I 
cannot conclude it without paying that Tribute 
to your perſonal Merit, which I think it deſerves ; 
and declaring, that notwithſtanding you have 
erred upon this Occaſion, and according to my 
Judgment, on many more; I believe that you act 


upon the beſt and moſt diſintereſted Motives. 


Had I no other Inducement to think fo, but your 
own Profeſſions, I might poſhbly pay as little Re- 
gard to them, as I do to thoſe of fome other Gen- 
tlemen, who aſſure us of their Virtue. ——— But 
the Worthinels of your private Character, evinces 


the ſincerity of your publick Conduct: And 


I give that Credit to the humane Landlord, the 
faithful Friend, the affect ionate Relation, and the 
honeſt Man, I ſhould refuſe to the e dex 
claiming Patriot. 


THE EN D. 


